
 
      

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the Spring newsletter of the Justice and Peace  
Co-ordinating Council. This newsletter will now only be available in 

electronic form. To be added to our email list, please send your details 
to lizarchibald77@yahoo.co.uk 

 
There are many groups and individuals across the diocese who are 
committed to Justice and Peace. We hope this newsletter will 
provide an opportunity for people to share their ideas, concerns, 
and news in order to support, encourage and inspire one another. 
 
Articles in this newsletter are as follows: 

• Diocesan Social and Environmental Justice  Policy 
• Tyne and Wear Citizens Update  
• Forgiveness, some thoughts  
• Justice and Peace Refugee Project update.  
• The work of Walking With and job advert  
• Catholic Worker half day event, Durham, March 24th  
• AGM and Day Conference, April 14th: “Faithful disciples, Faithful 

Citizens: Community Organising for Catholics”.  
• Annual Mass for Justice and Peace, 10am April 28th at St Mary’s 

Cathedral 
• Annual Christian, Muslim Marian event , June 30th 2018  
• National Justice and Peace Conference, July 20th-22nd 2018  
 

Please can you publicise the advertised events in your parish and groups!  
The next newsletter is planned for June 2018.  If you would like anything 
included, please email Liz Archibald at lizarchibald77@yahoo.co.uk by May 
20th 2018. 

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 

Justice and Peace News 
Spring 2018 

DHN JP Co-ordinating Council: 
Chair: Fr Chris Hughes 0191 2575801 chris1707hughes@live.co.uk 
JP News: Liz Archibald: lizarchibald77@yahoo.co.uk 
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Hearing the Cry of the Poor and the Earth 
Earlier this year, the Diocesan Directors approved a policy for Social and Environmental Justice 
within the Diocese. This has been available for some time on the diocesan website, but we felt it 
was important to draw peoples’ attention to, it, hence we have decided to publish it again in our 
newsletter.  

The policy was drafted by the Diocesan Justice and Peace Co-ordinating Council with valuable 
advice from the staff at the Centre for Catholic Studies and Salford Caritas. This policy is a 
response to Pope Francis' 2015 encyclical 'Laudato Si' with his call for an 'Integral Ecology', 
where in seeking the Common Good for the whole of God's creation, Pope Francis challenges us 
to hear and respond both to the cries of the earth and the poor. The policy, called 'Hearing the 
Cry of the Poor and the Earth', outlines activities we can undertake as part of our communal 
response in parishes. The policy also highlights our own personal responsibilities in sustaining the 
Common Good, the dignity of the human person and what Pope Francis states in his 
understanding of the earth's ecology, 'Our Common Home'.  

 

Hearing the Cry of the Poor and of the Earth: A Diocesan Social and 
Environmental Justice Policy that seeks the Common Good for the 

whole of God’s Creation 

• In his encyclical Laudato Si, Pope Francis calls for the Church to hear the cries of both the 
poor and the earth. Our response to these cries is to live out as an essential dimension of 
our Christian discipleship what Pope Francis calls an ‘integral ecology’; that seeks the 
common good of all God’s creation. The demands of peace, justice and valuing of all God’s 
creation need to be integrated with the life and mission of our diocese.  

• Laudato Si plainly states “We are not God. The earth was here before us and it has been 
given to us.” Francis is clear that although we as humans are made in the image of God, we 
are still part of God’s creation and we cannot justify absolute domination over other 
creatures.  This means that in our worship and prayer we acknowledge God as our sole 
creator. Therefore, since we are sharers in God’s creation, as creatures we are limited and 
finite, dependent on God. This calls from us a loving response to God, which includes a 
duty to neighbourly love and careful stewardship over all of God’s creation. 

• This entails that as a Catholic community, we are all called by our faith to be attentive to the 
needs of the whole of God’s creation, which includes the poorest and most vulnerable in 
our world and the earth’s fragile ecology. This policy offers each one of us the opportunity 
to reflect, act and pray for social and environmental justice.  

 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/social_concerns/pdfdoc/Diocesan%20Social%20and%20Envionmental%20Justice%20Policy%20Approved%202017.pdf
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/social_concerns/pdfdoc/Diocesan%20Social%20and%20Envionmental%20Justice%20Policy%20Approved%202017.pdf


 

 

Communal Discipleship 

 As we seek to reflect on our shared diocesan mission as part of the Moving Forward Together in 
Hope process, it is important that seeking justice, peace and the flourishing of ‘our common 
home’, becomes a central part and not just an optional aspect of that mission.  Each parish and 
diocesan department is invited to reflect on how the following tasks relate to our shared mission: 

i. Our worship and prayer to encourage a reflective attentiveness to the cries of the poor and 
the earth 

ii. Raising awareness and educating people on situations and issues that result in injustice, 
violence and damage to the environment 

iii. Being open to, and engaging with, victims of injustice and damage to the environment, 
building relationships of mutuality and respect 

iv. A commitment to campaign against unjust policies and structures that are detrimental to 
people and the environment 

v. Collaborating with those who have similar concerns within and beyond the Christian family, 
such as the Tyne and Wear Citizens Alliance  

vi. Encouraging acts of service, care and hospitality (‘works of mercy’) to those in need 
especially to the hungry, homeless and destitute 

vii. Collecting and sharing money and resources for those in need, especially those affected by 
damage done to the environment 

viii. Ensuring that our parishes and our diocesan departments have a collective lifestyle that 
respects others and God’s creation.  To ensure this the following steps could be taken: 

• Become  a ‘Fair Trade’  Parish and ‘Live Simply’ Parish 
• Since our diocese is accredited as ‘Living Wage Employer’ encourage 

other  organisation and companies to seek this accreditation as well 
• Adopt a suitable Ethical Investment policy for diocesan funds 
• Support the local credit union 
• Collect and distribute food and clothes for refugee projects and 

foodbanks 
•  Encourage recycling and composting 
•  Use washable dinnerware in our church halls  
•  Share electronically instead of printing 
•  Carry out an energy audit and explore the possibility of installing solar 

panels. 
•  Provide bicycle racks in our church and support initiatives to 

encourage cycling 
•  Ensure that Church grounds and church yards are mini nature 

reserves 
•  Seek to purchase our energy from ‘Green Providers’  

v. Celebrate and give thanks for signs of God’s Kingdom among us and for the wonder and 
beauty of God’s Creation  

Personal Discipleship 

Laudato Si also calls for a personal response in hearing the cries of the earth and the poor. 

 



A Suitable Lifestyle 

Living a life that is committed to this vision of integral ecology demands a personal conversion. 
Pope Francis invites us all to look at our lifestyles. He is concerned with our obsession with a 
consumerist lifestyle, above all when only a few people are capable of maintaining it. He believes 
this can only lead to violence and mutual destruction.  In order to avoid this mind-set we can 
commit to the following: 

• Buy what we genuinely need and not get caught up in “a whirlwind of needless buying and 
spending” 

• Consider consuming less, making a conscious decision to donate the money saved to 
charities for the relief of poverty and care of the environment, including CAFOD. 

• Consider investing some of our savings in organisations like Newcastle-based Shared 
Interest  

• Purchasing, as far as possible, items that are ethically resourced and fairly traded. 
• Purchasing items organically grown and locally produced. 
• Consuming less energy and fuel including by recycling waste. Purchasing our energy from 

green providers. 
• Eating less meat. Reducing our consumption of meat will help reduce the levels of methane 

(a greenhouse gas) produced by cattle that also eat grain that could be directed to human 
consumption. 

• Using our car less and increasing our use of public transport. 
• Using less water. 

  

Educating Ourselves 

• Educate ourselves more on Catholic Social Teaching  
• Learn more about the state of the world and environment;  
• Take time to reflect on the significance of what we learn in relation to Gospel values; 
• Appreciate the beauty of the earth. 

 

Living out a Spirituality of peace, justice and ecology 

Pope Francis calls us to live a life of humility and simplicity where ‘less is more’. This inner 
conversion is important if we are to hear and respond to the cries of the poor and the earth.  We 
are called to reflect on how the resources we are blessed with such as our time, gifts, and finances 
can be used for the Common Good of all God’s creation, attentive to the cries of the earth and the 
poor. 

 

 



 

 

 

Tyne and Wear Citizens: Diocese to become a 
Strategic Partner  

There have been a number of recent developments for Tyne and Wear Citizens:  

The Launch of Tyne and Wear Citizens took place on November 7th. The diocese had a central 
role during the event. It was chaired by Dr Anna Rowlands, Deputy Director of the Centre for 
Catholic Studies and Bishop Seamus was thanked for the Diocese’s commitment to be a Living 
Wage employer and Bishop Seamus expressed a commitment that Catholics schools will ensure 
that money designated for children receiving free schools meals will be used to combat food 
poverty.  

The Diocese has also decided to become a Strategic partner to Tyne and Wear Citizen over the 
next three years. The diocese has been particularly impressed with the impact Tyne and Wear 
Citizens is having on young people as seen in the efforts of pupils of St Thomas More’s Academy, 
North Shields in their  efforts to improve mental health provision and combat food poverty.  

At the present time Tyne and Wear Citizens has three campaigns:  

Improving mental health provision in the region. A commission has been established including 
Catherine McKinnell MP to recommend changes in mental health provision in the area.  

Combating low wages and food poverty with a focus on increasing the number of employers 
who pay the Living Wage and reforming the Free School Meals System.  

Making our communities feel safe and combating hate crime, with a particular focus on 
ensuring providers of public transport have trained their staff in dealing with hate crime and abuse.  

There are Campaign Action Teams for all these three areas who are working on developing 
actions to bring about change in these three areas.   If you would like more information about 
these three campaigns or to be involved with them, please contact Fr Chris Hughes or Sara 
Bryson. Please see contact details below.  

This year, the AGM for the Diocesan Justice and Peace Co-Ordinating Council will be focusing on 
Tyne and Wear Citizens: ‘Faithful Disciples, Faithful Citizens: Community Organising for 
Catholics’. This will be taking place on Saturday April 14th, from 10.00am-4.00pm. The venue is St 
Cuthbert’s. , North Shields, NE29 0JB.  

Speakers will include: 

 Fr John Armitage, current Director of the National Shrine at Walsingham and former active 
member of East London Citizens 



John Battle, former MP for Leeds West and Director of Church Action on Poverty and a member of 
Leeds Citizens and the Leeds Poverty Truth Commission. 

Sara Bryson, Community Organiser for Tyne and Wear Citizens.  

In a further development Tyne and Wear Citizens will be appointing an organiser to develop 
community organising skills for young mothers in the North Shields area including some of the 
Catholic schools in the area.   

Finally, there is an initiative to establish Tees Valley Citizens which would mean Citizens UK would 
be operating in the Cleveland and Teesside part of the Diocese. Fr Chris Hughes will be involved 
in discussions exploring its possible development.   

For more information about these events or the works of Tyne and Wear Citizens please contact 
Fr Chris Hughes on 0191 2575801 or at: chris1707hughes@live.co.uk or  

Sara Bryson at: Sara.Bryson@citizensuk.org 

          Fr. Chris Hughes  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Forgiveness 

 

Veronica Whitty ran two workshops on Forgiveness at the November, 2017 conference: 
“Resurrection of Hope” at Minsteracres. She drew on her 1987 MA thesis on the political thought 
of Hannah Arendt and how it might be applied to Northern Ireland. Veronica was a student at the 
School of Peace Studies, Bradford University. 

Hannah Arendt (1906-1975) 

Arendt believed in action, in new beginnings. Action, she said, is in fact the one miracle-working 
faculty of man, as Jesus of Nazareth must have known very well when he likened the power to 
forgive to the more general power of performing miracles, putting both on the same level and 
within the reach of man. 

 “Jesus himself saw the human root of this power,” she says, “to perform miracles in faith... the 
power to perform miracles is not considered to be divine – faith will move mountains and faith will 
forgive; the one is no less a miracle than the other, and the reply of the apostles when Jesus 
demanded of them to forgive seven times in a day was: `Lord, increase our faith.” 

The capacity to undo what has been done, she says, is matched by an almost equally complete 
incapacity to foretell the consequences of any deed or even to have reliable knowledge of its 
motives. The reason why we are never able to foretell with certainty the outcome and end of any 
action is simply that action has no end. 

mailto:chris1707hughes@live.co.uk
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The process of a single deed can quite literally endure throughout time until mankind itself has 
come to an end. That deeds possess such an enormous capacity for endurance, superior to every 
other man-made product could be a matter of pride if men were able to bear its burden, the burden 
of irreversibility and unpredictability, from which the action process draws its very strength.  

The remedy, Arendt says, against irreversibility and unpredictability of the process started by 
acting is one of the potentialities of acting itself. The possible redemption from the predicament  of 
irreversibility - of being unable to undo what has been done though one did not, and could not, 
have known what he was doing- is the faculty of forgiving. 

Those who attended the two workshops produced several examples of positive action by 
Palestinian and Jewish people acting together in Israel. Many attendees have been to Israel more 
than once to join in such activities. The atmosphere in the workshops was encouraging. 

NB Claire Fox, Director of the Institute of Ideas, chose Hannah Arendt as her Great Life on BBC 
Radio4`s “Any Questions,” on January, 12th, 2018.     

        Veronica Whitty 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Update on the Justice and Peace Refugee 
Project.  

The Diocesan Justice and Peace Refugee Project continues to expand to meet demand. Despite 
the fact that the number of asylum seekers entering the UK has decreased significantly in recent 
years, the numbers arriving in the North East has increased. A Guardian article in April 2017 
claimed that the reason for this is that it is much cheaper to house them (an obligation on the 
Government while their application for asylum is being assessed) in the north of the country 
compared to the more affluent south.  

In April 2017, the project supported 386 asylum seekers. By September 2017 that number had 
increased to 416, and by the end of January it was over 450. December 2017 and January 2018 in 
particular saw a large increase.  

Our donors and supporters continue to be very generous but it is now only a matter of time before 
demand will begin to exceed what we are able to supply. New opportunities to solicit support are 
being investigated and a number of applications to charitable trusts for financial support have been 
made. This has increased the work load on the project and It is especially pleasing therefore to be 
able to report that, due to generosity of the Sisters of the Cross and Passion and also The Charity 
of Teresa Mary Delacour, the project has recently been able to employ a part time Project Worker, 
Leah Stephenson.  

If you already support the project, please continue. If you do not, please consider supporting us.  

           John Dowling  

 



 

 ‘WALKING WITH: ‘It’s just down to loving people, 
basically’ 

Try to imagine living in circumstances so awful, so lacking in any hope, so filled with dread and 
fear, where your very existence is under threat. Suppose things are so appalling you’re prepared 
to face all the risks and hazards involved, and leave behind the culture in which you were raised, 
leave behind vulnerable parents, siblings and friends, and your home if it’s still standing, in search 
of a place of safety where you and your family might be able to flourish as human beings. 

You’d be jolly glad when the Immigration services sent you to live in North Tyneside whilst you 
made your application for asylum, if there was someone to welcome you, to walk with you as you 
find somewhere to live, to understand the totally unfamiliar way of life, to cope with the language, 
the climate, the food, the finances, the administrative processes of life and asylum application. To 
help you in your ambition to become a responsible member of British society. 

‘Walking With’ have been doing all that and more ever since the churches of Wallsend set them up 
almost twenty years ago. But in recent years, especially now that vulnerable refugee families from 
Syria, selected under a British Government programme, are being resettled across the Borough, 
people are beginning to realise that Walking With isn’t a Wallsend Charity, but a North Tyneside 
charity based in Wallsend.   

The charity’s only paid member of staff, Project Manager Carole Parkins, says: ‘We help asylum 
seekers understand the processes, and signpost them where necessary to those who will help 
them make their application or where necessary their appeal. Our wonderful team of volunteers, 
mainly from local churches, work with me to provide help in completing forms, making telephone 
calls or sometimes accompanying clients to meetings. We run a food bank, a clothing bank and 
operate a hardship fund. Two days a week we welcome clients and others to a drop-in session, 
including a cooked lunch every Monday. We offer English language tuition and other activities 
such as yoga and cooking, music and chess and we’re currently planning a sewing group.  

We work with clients in ways that help with socialisation and enhance their self-worth, their self-
esteem, so that they feel supported by ‘Walking With’. Several of those we support have 
experienced extreme violence, torture or trafficking.  Many suffer from depression, post-traumatic 
stress disorder, helplessness, hopelessness, stress and isolation.  We attempt effective listening 
and try to resolve individual problems.’ 

Things took a significant turn into more intensive, more complex work last year when North 
Tyneside Council agreed to welcome ten vulnerable families fleeing from the devastating war in 
Syria and in need of humanitarian protection. The families were selected by the Government 
because of their extreme need, trauma and vulnerability and include people requiring urgent 
medical treatment, survivors of violence and torture, and women and children risk. Each resettled 
family is different but they’ve all suffered the loss of their home. Many have lost loved ones, friends 



and family, and witnessed the horrors of war. They have specific medical needs or disabilities, 
including the mental health consequences of their dreadful experiences.  

From the outset, the Council showed its faith in ‘Walking With’ as an organisation adept at 
understanding and making an appropriate and compassionate response to people in extreme 
need. The Council employs two Support Workers who operate under the aegis, direction and 
supervision of ‘Walking With’, and with back-up from their volunteers. 

This has entailed meeting the families at the airport, providing a warm welcome, settling them into 
housing arranged by the Council, making links with medical and social services as necessary, 
arranging English language tuition and providing support towards employment and self-sufficiency. 
As with others who are granted leave to stay, (in this case for five years) we help them register 
with the Job Centre, seek work, claim benefits, and set up bank accounts and utility agreements. 

In 2017, in addition to the ten Syrian families, ‘Walking With’ supported 46 families and 25 single 
people, a total of 250 people. Most people visit our base in St Luke’s Church, Wallsend on a 
weekly basis and most receive food from us. In the last year, we issued 3,404 bags of food.       

All our clients have to face the fact that in our society a substantial number of people are unhappy 
about immigration. There is fear, suspicion, resentment and protest, often based on a partial and 
mistaken understanding of the realities of the situation, and fuelled by inaccurate and sometimes 
deliberately inflammatory media reporting.  We aim to improve social cohesion in our local 
communities, and to reduce the chances of racial misunderstanding, prejudice or radicalisation, in 
the interests of all concerned.  

Carole again: ‘We try to convey to community groups, particularly children and young people, the 
reality of immigration in their own communities: why, how and in what numbers people become 
refugees and asylum seekers. We’re happy to deliver our workshop about asylum to any group of 
people, or to come and talk to your group about what we do. Contact us to discuss this’. 

Trustee and Volunteer Fundraiser Tony Garland adds: ‘We’re largely a volunteer organisation. 
Some wise accountant has calculated that the work of our volunteers would cost around £58,000 a 
year. That’s great of course but we still need money to continue our calling to break down barriers, 
to welcome the stranger, to love them as ourselves, and to seek the peace and justice of our God 
in our world today. It’s my role to find something like a further £30,000 a year. We receive lots of 
donations, some from churches and a few individual Standing Orders. Anyone willing to donate 
can do so via our website www.walkingwith-nt.btck.co.uk  (it includes a touching YouTube video 
clip which shows beautifully what we do, and is summed up by Carole’s concluding words ‘It’s just 
down to loving people, basically’). Or ring Carole (Monday to Wednesday) on 0191 649 8974. 

Donations to our food bank will be welcome on Mondays or Wednesdays at our premises in St 
Luke’s Church, Frank Street, Wallsend, NE28 6RN. 

           Tony Garland  
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WALKING WITH 

in North Tyneside 
 

PROJECT MANAGER 
Permanent Contract 

                        (subject to availability of funding; funds are in place for initial 12 
months) 

                              £23,360 

We are a registered charity based in Wallsend; we welcome, befriend and support 
refugees, asylum seekers and other local people in need.   

This full-time appointment will be the sole paid member of staff, working with an 
established team of experienced volunteers. The appointee will be both the 
professional and managerial lead. Candidates must have experience of working 
frontline or in a supporting role with vulnerable and/or disadvantaged groups. 
Essential requirements include strong interpersonal skills, the ability to listen to and 
work effectively with clients, volunteers, donors and partner organisations and 
experience of dealing with complex and difficult situations. Some managerial 
experience is essential, preferably including fundraising. 

This role is subject to an Enhanced DBS check. 

Closing date for applications: 15 March 2018. 

Interviews will be held on Wednesday 28 March. 

Hours: 37 hours, Monday - Friday, with some evening and weekend work 

Application pack from Carole Parkins, the present Project Manager,  0744 9015 
227 (Mondays to Wednesdays) or at walkingwithwcwt@msn.com; or contact Maggie 
on 0191 243 3301 or email  human.resources@diocesehn.org.uk 

See also our website, www.walkingwith-nt.btck.co.uk  

 

Registered Charity No 1166123 
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Half Day of Reflection and Discussion: Dorothy Day and the 
Catholic Worker 

Saturday 24th March 2018, 9.30am - 1.30pm 
Venue: St Antony’s Priory Durham DH1 1 QT 

St Antony’s is a short walk from the Market square, train station and bus 
terminal.  There is a small amount of parking at St Antony’s, please let us 

know if you want a space. 
Cost: Free, but donations for lunch will be welcome. 

 
 
 

"The biggest challenge of the day is: how to bring about a 
revolution of the heart, a revolution that has to start with each one 

of us." Dorothy Day 
 

We would like to invite anyone who is interested in the work of Dorothy Day, Peter 
Maurin and the Catholic Worker to a morning of reflection and discussion in Durham 
about nonviolence, voluntary poverty, the Works of Mercy and houses of hospitality. 
 
The morning will include a period of prayer, a reflection on a short reading from the 
foundation of the Catholic Worker movement, and some group discussion of what it 
might mean to develop some of the Catholic Worker Movement’s principles in the 
North East.  
 
There is clearly much excellent Justice and Peace already in existence; we are 
particularly interested in whether there would be scope to develop a residential 
Catholic Worker community, providing hospitality and service to those on the 
margins. Such a house would have a small resident group as well as a wider non-
residential supporting community. 
 
There are three Catholic Worker communities in the UK (Glasgow, Hertfordshire and 
London) and over 240 internationally. For more information about the Catholic 
Worker: www.catholicworker.org 
 
To RSVP or for more information about the day contact Adam O’Boyle or Phil 
Watson (adam.oboyle@googlemail.com and Philip.Watson@tees.ac.uk). 
 
Please contact us if you are interested in the discussions but cannot make the day. 

 

http://www.catholicworker.org/
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Saturday April 14th 2018. From: 10am to 4.00pm 
At: St Cuthbert’s Church Hall, Albion Road West,  
      North Shields, NE29 0JB 
 
Speakers: 
• John Battle, former MP for Leeds West and Director of 

Church Action on Poverty and a member of Leeds 
Citizens and the Leeds Poverty Truth Commission 

• Fr John Armitage, current Director of the National Shrine 
at Walsingham and former active member of East 
London Citizens 
• Sara Bryson, Community Organiser for Tyne and Wear 

Citizens 
• please bring your own packed lunch 

ALL WELCOME! 
 

Please contact us if you have any communication or access needs which you 
wish us to take into consideration to enable your participation in the day. 

 
For more details, contact  jandp@diocesehn.org.uk 

 
 

RCDHN JP Co-ordinating Council 
 

AGM and Day Conference 
Faithful Disciples, 
Faithful Citizens: 

Community Organising for 
Catholics 

  

mailto:jandp@diocesehn.org.uk


  
 

 

      Mass for 

    Justice and Peace 

 
 

On:  Saturday April 28TH at 10am 
At: St Mary’s Cathedral,  

Newcastle NE1 5HH 
 

Celebrant: Bishop Seamus 
Cunningham 

Homily: Fr. Chris Hughes 
Chair of the Hexham and Newcastle Diocese Justice 

and Peace Co-ordinating Council 
 

All welcome! 



 

 

 
The joint Christian-Muslim women`s event to 

honour Mary 
 

Founded and organised by our diocese 
 
 

  
 

photo from last year’s event  
 
 

 
The latest details for the Marian event which this year is on Saturday June 30th, a change from 
May. Women come together from the two faiths but all women are welcome of any faith or none. 
The event is at 1.30 at the shrine to Mary at the bottom of Reid Park Road where it borders on 
Jesmond Dene. 
No post code is given out because the post code which is available takes people to the wrong part 
of the Dene. If you walk down Reid Park Road from Osborne Road it is round a final corner at the 
bottom. Even car-drivers miss it as it is slightly obscured by trees. 
The event has been building in numbers since its beginning seven years ago. Last year there were 
70 women and children equally divided between Christians and Muslims and others. Everyone is 
warmly welcome to the short service and then for tea at Holy Name parish centre, entrance on 
Towers Avenue, Jesmond. 
Photos and report from last year`s event is on the diocesan website under departments: inter-
religious. 
Veronica Whitty writes: This event is unique. If you Google it, it appears to be the only one of its 
kind in the world. Any further information please contact Veronica <veronicawhitty@hotmail.com> 
or Tel.0191 263 0920 
 



 

National Justice & Peace Network 
40th Annual Conference 

Organised in partnership with 
Apostleship of the Sea, 

Church Action on Poverty, 
Housing Justice, 

Prison Advice and Care Trust 
Friday 20 - Sunday 22 July 2018 

The Hayes Conference Centre 
Swanwick, Derbyshire 

Information and booking forms available at: 
www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference/ 

Or for more information contact: 
The Administrator, NJPN, 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX 

Tel: 020 7901 4864; Email: admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk 
Registered Charity no: 1114947 Company no: 5036866 

 

‘In the Shelter of Each Other the People Live’ 
 

How do we build a church and a society with the marginalised, the excluded and 
the most vulnerable at its heart? What does ‘home’ mean for those who are 

homeless or struggling to keep a roof over their heads, for those who have fled 
their homes, for those who are rejected or don’t ‘fit in’? And for the comfortable 

and secure, is it a space to defend or to open in welcome? Can we recognise 
that it is only in relationship with each other and with the earth that we share that 

we can all be truly ‘at home’? 
SPEAKERS 
Rev Al Barrett is Rector of Hodge Hill Church, a C of E-URC ecumenical partnership in east Birmingham. 
He lives on a diverse outer estate on the edge of the city, and has been involved in a journey of community-
building there, with friends and neighbours, for the last 7 years. He writes and teaches a bit, blogs 
irregularly www.thisestate.blogspot.com, and recently finished a PhD, seeking to develop 'a radically 
receptive political theology in the urban margins'. 
 
David McLoughlin teaches at Newman University. He is a theological resource person for Caritas Europe, 
CAFOD, Pax Christi, the J&P network and various groups of Religious. He is a founder member of the 
Movement of Christian Workers and an active member of their Birmingham revue of life group for 30years. 
He explores the relationship between theology and everyday life and offers radical readings of the Bible for 
Christian activists. 
 
Sarah Teather has been Director of Jesuit Refugee Service UK since January 2016. She served for 12 
years as MP in North West London. She stood down in 2015 and worked with JRS International, visiting 
refugee projects around the world, before taking up her present post. 
 
John Grogan MP, a Catholic, was elected in 2017 as Labour MP for Keighley and Ilkley, having previously 
been MP for Selby before boundary changes abolished the seat. He is committed to issues of social justice 
and peace, voting against Trident renewal. 
 

The Conference will be chaired by Housing Justice 
CELEBRANT:  Fr Colum Kelly, Apostleship of the Sea port chaplain for Immingham. 

PLUS 
*Just Fair Market Place* *Workshops* *Festival* 

Programmes for Children and Young People 
 

This is a fabulous, national event.  Booking forms can be found on the NJPN website.  If we get 
enough people, we could organise transport....either a minibus or car shares.  E mail 

lizarchibald77@yahoo.co.uk if you want to discuss. 

mailto:lizarchibald77@yahoo.co.uk

